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Heaeaber* please, that you have not walked a mile In 63; moccassins. 

If this letter offends you, that i , not lay purpose. If it makes you a little ashamed 
I will think more of you for it. 

You conclude a letter of factual error and questions the proper answer to which would 
be almost book-length by asking for extensive access to and permission to use my work — 
free - ana conclude that "Any help you can give me will bo very much appreciated." 

Would you ask mo for my car or ray home and say you would appreciate it, too? Or 
would you shame at tills? 

What, pray, is ths distinction? 

That a minor industry of stealing ny work has gnam grown up does not make it proper, 
moral or ethical, .uad what if you were as genuine as your sanctimony pretends, you would 
also recognise , does not make it helpful to what we all supposedly want, 

You Hay not have intended nrogance , but I can imagine no greater arrogance. 0- 
insensitivity. 

You people who long for answers ana have none, who long for accomplishment and can 
point to none, who have done no original work and can t abide your failures; you who have 
limited yourselves to the printed »ord available to aXl, something tiling you have proper 
and proprietary rights to everything on the subject. 

I have spent ten agonising, poverty-ridden years in which 1 got no significant help 
or support of any kind from a single one of you developing what you either steal orblandiy 
ask for, for all the world as though it is your right, ^r what is vjorse, for all the 
world as though you are capable of doing anything of real worth with it. 

00 you have '’begun a study of the controversy surrounding the autopsy." dig deal. 

■“■t hasn't been done, huh? And what, p»ay, will you do with this "study" when you have 
completed it? Circulate it without discrimination or judgment to those who also 1&ck the 
knowledge for the task and include among them those with the most blatant record of 
thievery and misuse of the stolen? Help them hurt more than they have? 

You may have confidence in your intelligence and ability to put it ail together 
but what you lack is an understanding of your limitations with regard to fact. As an 
example I take your reference to what you say you have "come accross." Indeed, you found 
a xerox of my work lying on your Bronx sidewalk? "Come accross” indeed! Why do you fear 
telling me which of . the crooks gave it to you? ho you think I know nothing about what 
happened? What Idon’t know is what thuose who got possession improperly did with it AFTER 
I made clear that I°wanted no use or futther distribution ana why. There is no single 
reference you make to tills that is accurate. I will not take the tine to porsuade you 
but I do tell you. In. any context you are not accurate, beginning not only with how you 
got it but how I got it. It was NOT in the Archives. Hor was it merely ” signed" by 
Barkley. 

Getting tills repreantod more than five years of hard worn for me, including the 
filing of a number of lawsuits for suppressed evidence, endeavors in which you and ethers 
like you, who in varying degrees were better able than I, were silent and without help 
of any kind. Hot even spiritual support, at is part of a very large and extr&oreiiiarily 
definitive book, by far the most definitive any of us has done, begun long before Sylvia's 
and uane’s were even out. t is tliree^ books written over the years, the first completed 
before uylvxa's and Kark s were out. erhaps this accounts for some of my problems* I 
was so far ahead and made others soeretlji envious. But can you begin to understand why 
I do not want any part 01 a major work tampered with, or any use, honest or other, cut 
of context or other, todiruto it?' Can you understand that when tl'iosc who are responsible 
for this theft from me and its subsequent distribution have read all or part of this book 
i have to have the most serious doubts about their intentions, recognised by them or below 
the level of consciousness? 



I nave no intention of anjcswerln*; any of your questions nor have I of helping your 
"study 1 * or of giving y.,u further explanations in the future. I will try to give you :-.n 
undo r a tun ding of how I feel anil why I feel tint way. And X assure you that I have answered 
these questions in uiv.it 1 have written and that they are tise greasy kidstuff of the subject. 
~ ; e are fur past such points except for those of you with longing, those who have lived 
comfortably said well instead of going out and doing the work that needed doing. 


There is a side to all of this other than ay resentment at being abused and exploited, 
li lias meant that 1 have had to isolate myself and. lay work from those who were unworthy 
of trust ant proved it, including several for whom I had had the warmest feeling and 
highest regard, because I m not comfort -.d by unimportant publication in iiiaigaif. leant 
journals and know it means nothing except to ego-trip jers I do want tills work to have 
context and meaning and impact that is impossible in publications like She Texas Observer. 


i look at all of tiiis other than* as immoral and unethical, widen I do in fact 
cGnsider it to be as much as if otiiers were to take say typewriter or ay wallet.. Property 
and rights to property are not divisible, undimj.nished by the character, whether it be 
literary or scholarly or any oilier. Uo, I do consider that 1 laid a stolen property 
right and it was stolen first by one who accepted it in confidence, as a trust in the 
event so a thing 3iap pened to rae uuc wlio then, on at best cidloish whim gave it to others 
who had jsy wishes before them in writing before they made further distribution. The latter 
category includes bylwia anti Jerry kolicoff. Jerry gave it to Sylvia after getting it from 
another, in an aside 1 also tell you that v erry took some of my files ana then denied having 
them, something we discovered only from his carelessness when there was later and urgent 
in— court need for th@ci.~ don x know wliat or if he lias anything else but i know much is 
missing, that he had unlimited access and did ts. lie about this in the past. 


There is no way in which ay work can be profitable for me, I have done what others 
hyve been unwilling or unable to do. " u thers*‘ includes a large number of people whose 
personal situations range from cqnfortable to great wealth, by "comfortable" such things 
as annual, two-month vacations, by "great wealth" A mean laultimillioriaixes. hot only has 
not one of these people done anything to help me, not one has even thought to repay mo 
W costs in getting dootumaita for them when they knew 1 was without income and broke. I 
was actually deep in debt. (.At it greatest, more than *35, OCX) from tiiis ork. )So, when a 
fairly large number knew of the .'O-k, whan some had read it and raved (Sylvia called the 
smallest part fS remarkable tour de force of which no one else including herself could 
have been capable), and when for any the cost of getting the book printed was an insignificant 
cost, i find myself wondering about the great dedication all profess. Especially, of course, 
those of greatest wealth. i f overdone is so anxious for that which, ou iiave to be known, 
why not have it in context, with an enormous amount mol's and the most painstaking docu- 
mentation? a printing of 5,' XX) copies of the book of more tiian 600 pages \mch more- than 
a. quarter of a million words) would when completed have cost about 610,005. -t would now 
Ik;- more, hut for people of wealth is this a real factor? 


people of secret jealousybut not for the rich. 


hut even their tine some of these lordly one of self-pro claimed principle and dedi- 
cation would not give. I an aware of at least some of my shortcomings, i asked for help 
With editing. I identify none who refused, but I can recall five offhand. And the poorest 
had. no problem g dug out and buying a new car. Three were millionaires or multimillionaires. 

1 believe that what bothered them was not the money or the tine editing would have 
taken, A hey were galled by envy and would clie rather than see someone else - not just me 
but anyone doing wliat they had been unable to — get any Kind of public credit. 

And what makes you think that tiiis ir. the only area in vdiich I have, in your unfelieitous 
description, "uncovered a nugget?" bo you really think tiuxt one stumbles on tliese tilings? 
hnve you any remote concept of what each requires, if only in time and effort? i'liere are 
other areas of importance and 1 have gone far in them as I have with the medical evidence. 
u ? ae . of the . se P'-ople wiiose purposes they will tell you are pure and exalted know of some 



f “^ e ^ c,-c*ajip your sympathy but in the reiaote nope it will deter what 

I asuuao has th-; possibility of being counter-productive. Whether or not you believe me 
rt^ic a 2 utility, aopoiessly dated and based on raise oncections ana inaccuracies which 
tell .,.e hou lioiJe you really know of what tiiere is to be known, 2 also presume that 
you uo not recognise this. However, your letter leaves no possibility ox doubt about this. 
i°u lioitSi- Uiiderstfu’id either u yril or Lattiraer. You dismiss battirser's evaluation of tiais 
certificate as of little or no value. But if you make any uns of it you will prepare * 
the Lattxraer s to prepare a case for public acceptance of it as of little or no value, I 

: l2V ® ^ conuzt, "with an enormous amount of new evidence. In conest it sixa pl » can t 

be dismissed that»ay. 

You also do not understand Cyril's limitations. «ad I, my relationship with him 
wout,, have bee»j>Llw*r than it was. Jut if you were not turend off by what he said after 
ne saw *he stuxi you simply can t be turned off. I tell you tills in audition, separated: 

he daun * understand wliat he saw and he knew men less after ho saw it than I did without 
seeing it. 


A M 2 


this 


ante, vita era -ron, and whan I really ought not be taking time 


■fv™ v, • *> ' * ~ *«-> x ia, veiling time 

tor baby-staira v;utn aL uiat obiers are not doing that can be done. How you will take 

i:oa *'f no * Jat pl®ns8 nonet be using ay work and please donTt be bo self- 
*anz as to asic the kinds of questions you ask when decant answers to them would 

aaor J Lnr * t ? WJ?,uat of tic3 t]uit could be used for what might liave some prospect 
of serving constructive purposes. 

thi*- emotion. 1 alasoac of 


Iou ®dfiht want to try to understand doi.io of the causes 


the so-called critics have boon without i n c oa e for a 


decade, a began broke 


J.u rt. , t , **•*• *» ~*>v*M**i« - w^au ui'UKM tu id With, s amstl 

aeut. Our cxrcuroetabces arc such that regardless of the weather, when my wife is not home 
xhe fuxmoe does not run. Today, at noon, it in belo freezing. I have moved uy typewriter 
“ ^ ajrvjJua ° te iUiC 1 621 as2J1 ir only twigs and branches for heat. The larger pieces rro 

*> r * “f ' = ?«'»"-»» - l-w „ I hevs tl« brush. you bouto to 

, T 3aV9 thia bru3h «“*> to ertrt it into the house fo- use? 

* tlie frequency wit which a nave to stop to refuel? There is no night, no natter how 
cola, fcneu i;ne lumace us no. entirely off. a got up several hours before my wife ana 

St ? I t° USC V> ' arL1 ?"£?* f f r h0r v WJlGn 1 &yakm kcr * 1 wo - k those pro-dawn hours. Thin 
tw rVf f^T 0 : 6 *°r XVG ' Yoa toy with this kid stuff of the past but on a day 
1 —^’P *a- e 1 a® wosiang a t 5 a.m, 1 do not buy clo thing and 1 an content to wear 

1 d0 ‘ 1 60 Ilot tel1 - /ou this seeking help and I want hone. In 
rccuitmnw* a havo^col.octocl some of what I had been gypped out of. I have applied it 
• cent inaxoftu ox spending it on our need, ‘ids was my own election. I have never 
asked anyone ior any help except in editing anti then 1 was refused. 


rh»ps you any find tids i; 


ana oi living not cause; for feeling strong emptioa when 
re- :j< - nteont at what you undoubtedly did not recognize as a 


I a m robbed of ray work, ur oi 

n ^ w »- w s, --^a v. v^v/ uuavaw;, 

se^-inpirtnav, orroaganu letter. You undoubtedly feel you have decent and nurposes. 
1,,^ ^ 'fi^^tand as the lack of knowledge you suffer or the possibility of hurting 
~'T you are interested in. y 8 are far past the appearance of the 


report and the political cituati 


>n in which wo now tire is 




snored# 


. . in< : y<)ur lotter is Particularly uiifortunate because it coincides with 

iau<=penaent wfforts to b seal other work for cuaaercial gain. lou are not responsible for 
WU.S, DU* A* uot»3 mice ne & little acre inpatient with eauicUnony, aelf-i;.. /Stance in- 
sensxtivity and plain iynoronce. " J * 

.. x r£U . i<ie - n -°. e±Iort sugar-coat because I if ant you to think all of this and all 
. d «aoi*Acatxons tnrougii. bhat you go mid do not do is your own affair and tiiere is no 
wg An v/iuch a caii control it. what a can do is warn you. If the; past tolls me that this 
« fuwAiity, A have taken the time. I will not again. And I'm sorry that 1 can t 
ountiiy cn« time it. raices to ecrect ray bad typing. Sincerely, n 



